Letter to the Congregation
November 2023

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” James 1:17

It feels as though every time | sit down to write one of these letters | think about
uncertainty in our world. Uncertainty over wars and world politics, uncertainty about
health and wellbeing of loved ones, uncertainty about how much the next bill at the
grocery store will be. There is also uncertainty at Our Savior including uncertainty over
staffing challenges and giving. And while contemplating so much uncertainty it is
impossible not to wonder about what things are certain. That answer is simple. God’s
abounding love for us is certain. No matter what else is happening in our lives we can
always turn to Him and be certain that he is there with us. His love for us never varies

and never changes.

Even with uncertainty surrounding us there have been tremendous blessings this year
at Our Savior and how we are able to share His love with others. Pastoral care has
grown with Pastor Fred’s ordination. We continue to bless children through Our Savior
School with a waiting list of more kids that want to come to hear about Jesus. Youth
programs, Sunday school and confirmation programs all continue to thrive and advance.
And as our mission team shared last week, we have been blessed to share God'’s gifts
with over 20 missions sharing His love across the globe. And these are just a few of the

many blessings that we have seen.

With Advent just around the corner and as we reflect upon the past year the board is
also planning for 2024 and how we continue to practice good stewardship of the gifts
God has entrusted to us. A big part of that planning is the preparation of the 2024
budget which we shared at the town hall meeting on October 22M. It is our hope to
finalize that budget at the congregational meeting coming up on November 191, In
addition to the vote on the budget, the meeting will include updates regarding finances,
membership and committees. This will contain of information on the building expansion
committee and review of the survey results as well as an update in regards to the call
process for a director of Our Savior School. The budget slides from the town hall
accompany this letter. We will be able to see a refreshed look at 2023 actuals through
November at the meeting. | look forward to seeing you at the meeting on the 19t

Grace and Peace,

Josh Pratt
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The staff wanted to say
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